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¡Habemus papam! 
 

We ask you to get together in prayer for our new 
Pope, so like a good shepherd he may guide his 
sheep through the paths of peace and unity. 
 

 In the picture: His Holiness Francis, celebrating Mass 
in the Basilica when he was the Archbishop of Buenos 
Aires, together with the Blessed Sacrament Fathers 
Carlos Gerk and Roberto Biale. 
 

 
We are all glad about 
the election of Francis 
as the new Pope. He 
has always had a 
close rapport with the 
Blessed Sacrament 
religious, taking part 
in the nocturnal ado-
ration in this basilica 
before he became a 
religious. Then he 
chose a Blessed Sa-
crament father as his 
confessor, Father 
Aristi, for whom he 
had a high regard and 

remembers him with much affection. Even as 
archbishop he often visited this church, where he 
celebrated Mass and adored Jesus exposed in the 
Blessed Sacrament, and many other times he used to 
come incognito for adoration. 
 

FR. LEOPOLDO JIMENEZ, SSS 
Superior at Buenos Aires 
 

 
In the joy of the election of the New Pontiff allow me to 
join you in the gladness of the choice of an Argentine 
Pope. 
Let’s draw near him whom the Holy Spirit, to the great 
surprise of many, has chosen to be the head of his 
Church and as a Vicar of Christ on earth. 
I find his message filled with hope “The Lord is good, 
don’t be afraid” is for all of us a motive of renewed 
commitment to be united with him in continuing the 
work of Christ among our brothers and sisters.  
Latin America will find in this its child an interpreter and 
supporter in defending the poor and all who are 
searching for God.  
From his very first steps and from his first words he 
has shown that he is a great figure in the simplicity of 
his ways and the humility of his presence, so attentive 
to persons and eager for dialogue and encounter.  
Let us remain near him and let us pray for him as he 
has already asked us.  
 

FR. GIULIO MACCALI, SSS 
General Consultor for Latin America 

 
 

http://www.sacramentinos.org.ar/?p=702
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“We gather here  
under the same roof” 

 
(HMC City – Viet Nam) In this country, Tet (The 
Lunar New Year) is one of the most essential 
events for Vietnamese people. It has become very 
sacred and familiar to the Vietnamese when the 
spring arrives. On this occasion, they often feel an 
immense nostalgia, wishing to come back to their 
homeland for a family reunion. Thus, Tet is not 
only a short – time holiday but also a familial fête. 
This is always a good opportunity for all members 
of one family to gather under the same roof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the above meanings, on the second day of 
February (2nd February, 2013), most members of 
SSS in Viet Nam gathered at provincial 
community (Khiet Tam) to go into the February 
retreat. With the guidance of Fr. Dominic Tam 
Nguyen sss, this retreat ended up the SSS’s 
activities by reviewing both finished and 
unfinished things of an old year; in addition, 
opened up the new plans for SSS members in a 
new year. The February retreat was 
instantaneously continued by the mass with the 
presence of many SSS members in Viet Nam. 
Indeed, it is so meaningful for us to celebrate the 
mass in the transitional period between old and 
new year because all of us are unfailingly “called 
to live as a eucharistic community” and “the 
celebration of the Memorial of the Lord is at the 
centre of our personal and communal life”. (RL 21) 
 
Besides, on 3rd February 2013, fifty eight 
members of SSS Scholasticate had their own 
chance to return and gather under the same roof – 
SSS Scholaticate Community. In the morning of 
this day, the peak moment of this day was the 
mass concelebrated by Fr. Joseph Ai Pham sss, 
the director of SSS Scholasticate in Viet Nam 
together with the other SSS. That mass was 
become much more meaningful with the presence 
of fifty-eight SSS young people, their neighbors 
and especially, their parents. With these 

presences, the mass frankly played an important 
role of the gathering of God’s people to “celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper in truth” (1 Co 11:20) and this was 
a high time for all to “live in trust, faith and foster true 
brotherhood”. (RL 20) 
 

In the evening, 
before returning 
the hometown to 
go on two-week 
vacation, all mem-
ber of SSS Scho-
lasticate had a 
merry banquet in 

order to have a lot of time to share their own lives a 
long with the hopes and sufferings. This is always a 
really good time for them to search the will of God 

for a new future, to 
become reconciled 
with the others and 
to strongly moti-
vate the living to-
gether in the new 
year. Also in this 
evening, with the 

highly traditional custom in Viet Nam, before the 
banquet being finished, each of member in SSS 
Scholasticate had had their “li xi” or lucky money for 
a happy year coming. 
 
FR. JOSEPH PHAM DINH AI, SSS 
Director of Scholasticate 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The community of Fortaleza-Saint Benedict 

celebrates 202 years since the birth and 
baptism of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard 

 
On the 4th and 5th of February the Blessed 
Sacrament Community of Saint Benedict – religious, 
SSS laity and the pre-novices – celebrated with 
much joy the 202 years since the birth and baptism 
of the founder of the Congregation for the Blessed 
Sacrament, Saint Peter-Julian Eymard, the apostle 
of the Eucharist. The celebration for his birth – on 
the 4th – was presided enthusiastically by Superior of 
the community, Fr Armindo Magalhães Duque sss 
and concelebrated by the formator of the Seminary, 
Fr Jesus Mateus de Oliveira sss and the parish 
priest Fr Jackson Frota sss. This celebration 
involved the active participation of the faithful in a 
joyous relaxed atmosphere, which was encouraged 
by the president; it couldn’t be otherwise. 
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The commemoration of the Saint’s baptism, on the 
5th, was presided by our parish priest Fr Jackson 
Frota sss, who emphasised the importance of this 
sacrament in our lives. Through baptism we 
receive divine sonship and the responsibility to 
express a holy way the prophetic mission, the 
sacerdotal mission and the royal mission, which 
come from our belonging to Christ, not only as 
individuals but as members of the Church who in 
joy serve the Lord unreservedly. 
 

 
To give a more concrete sign of the significance of 
baptism, the baptismal fount filled with water was 
placed in the central nave of the Church, enabling 
the faithful the opportunity to touch the water and 
hence realizing more deeply their reality as a 
baptized people. We are born into supernatural 
life of grace by means of baptism, but is through 
participation in the Eucharist that we witness to 
the fact that being baptized means to be 
absorbed, inserted into the mystery of salvation, 
with all its implications. Fr Jackson also 
emphasised Saint Paul’s affirmation (Gal 2:20), 
much cited by Saint Peter-Julian Eymard: “It is not 
I who live, but Christ lives in me”. 
 
We, whose vocation is to be SSS laity, 
participated in a very meaningful sign, by carrying 
the holy gifts at the moment of the offertory from 
the central door of the Church up to the altar. 
During the procession with the holy gifts, some 
thoughts from our Founder in his Rome retreat 
were being read, reminding us to unite as 
Christians to the Divine Eucharistic King. 
 
Still during the celebration, the Movement “Flame 
of Love”, which is part of the pastoral movements 
present in our parish, offered to our parish priest a 
painting representing the unity of our new 
Province Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
 
LIDUÍNA ARAÚJO – SSS Laity  
JOSÉ WILLAN MEDEIROS – Pre-Novice 

4th - 5th February: Birth and Baptism of 
Fr Eymard 

 
The Cenacle Saint Peter-Julian Eymard - Fr Rai-
mundo sss, Fr Wilson Jesus sss from the Province 
Blessed John XXIII, novices and SSS laity, in Sete 
Lagoas - in a spirit of faith, unity and communion 
with God and our brothers, held a Triduum and a 
Solemn Celebration in memory of the birth and 
baptism of Fr Eymard.  
 
There were intense and touching moments of 
celebration in which Fr Eymard’s life was recalled 
and presented to the community as an example and 
inspiration for all, starting from his Eucharistic 
mission and perennial attention to correspond to 
God’s will. Saint Eymard, who knew how to live in an 
intense and conscious way his baptism, challenges 
us: about how we are to give value and be aware of 
our baptism as the foundation of our vocation. We 
are incorporated into the Body of Christ, confirmed 
as beloved sons and daughters of God, included in 
the Ecclesial dimension, we communicate Christ 
and go around announcing him. “It is the most 
beautiful day for me … I had the joy of being 
baptized.” “It is the work the Lord did.” 

 
 

                 
 
 

Blessed Sacrament Laity – Promise of life 
 
The Eymardian Family is growing in the Province 
Our Lady of Guadalupe! In the 1st Region - 
Northwest, two more other groups of lay vocations 
made the Promise of life. On March 10th our director 
emeritus Fr Marcelo Carlos da Silva led a Spiritual 
Retreat for both the communities of lay vocations, 
from the parish of Saint Benedict and the Parish of 
the Holy Trinity. 
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In the first part of the meeting Fr Marcelo 
presented a reflection regarding the Eucharistic 
vocation and the Blessed Sacrament vocation, 
based on the text of Ecclesiastes 3, “In what time 
do you find yourself?”  
 
In the second part he prepared the lay vocations 
for the Promises of life, ending the meeting with 
everyone around the Table of the Lord, in the 
chapel of the Retreat House of Saint Rose of 
Viterbo of the Capuchin sisters. 

 
On March 12th the lay vocations of the Parish of 
Saint Benedict pronounced their Life Promises. 
This was in the presence of the whole Provincial 
Council, the religious of the parish, Fr Magalhães 
Duque, the present local director for the laity of 
the Cenacle of Saint Benedict, the professed laity 
of the two communities of Fortaleza, Maria Célia, 
community coordinator of Uberaba and the 
Provincial Coordination of the Laity Association, 
represented by Viviane Dutra, Liduína Araújo and 
Dóris Galdino, Fr Francisco Júnior, Provincial 
Superior, and Fr Marcelo Carlos da Silva,  
 
It was a very touching moment. Eight laity 
declared their Life Promises. At the end of the 
celebration all met to express appreciation to Fr 
Marcelo Carlos da Silva sss, who after almost 7 
years as director of the Association of Blessed 
Sacrament Laity is being succeeded by the 
present director, Br Gilton Ferreira de Holanda 
sss.  
 
According to Br Gilton, in a message sent from 
Bogotá, “We are witnessing a time in which our 
God is showing his generosity towards us. Since 
he is visiting us through such meaningful events, 
each one of us must multiply that grace through 
an attitude of welcoming the sacred that is 

dwelling in the other. As we know, to welcome is a 
word that summarizes well the life and mission of 
Jesus”.  
 
On March 15th it was the turn of four female laity of 
the community of the Holy Trinity to make their 
Promise of Life.  
 
We are aware that the mission entrusted to us by Fr 
Eymard is to proclaim the Kingdom of God, a 
kingdom of love; how also to introduce and enter 
into this intimate exchange, to prepare the ground 
for this attentive listening, so that all that we live can 
be placed in a broader context, in a history of  
salvation and God’s love for humanity.  
 
“We take our inspiration from the teachings and 
example in Saint Peter-Julian Eymard, eminent 
apostle of the Eucharist. He offered a response to 
the human needs of his time, announcing the love of 
God expressed in a special way in the gift of Christ 
in the Eucharist, and encouraged the faithful laity to 
participate, as associate members, in the charism 
and mission of the Congregations that he founded”.  
 
With fraternal greetings  
 
LIDUÍNA ARAÚJO  
SSS Laity 
 
 

                 
 
 

The Saint Benedict Cenacle 
celebrates its 15th Parochial Assembly 
 
On the 24th February 2013, starting with a 
Eucharistic celebration, Fr Jackson Frota sss, 
together with the Parish’s Pastoral Council, the 
pastoral coordinators, groups and movements, 
began the 15th Ordinary Assembly of the Parish of 
Saint Benedict.  
 
After the celebration, everyone went to the Pastoral 
Centre, where they were received by the welcoming 
teams.  
 
At the beginning of the assembly Fr Jackson 
presented the evaluation of the pastoral work and 
the religious community regarding the activities 
realized in the year 2012, as well as the projects for 
the 2013/2014 biennium to be approved by the 
assembly.  
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One of the various projects realized during the 
year 2012 was that regarding the Commission for 
Emergencies, a project to represent the parish at 
the Project-Commission of Emergencies of the 
National Conference of Bishops of Brazil (CNBB) 
for the period 2012-1015. 
 

 
The assembly was then divided in four groups to 
vote for the projects of the biennium 2013/2014, 
which were approved as the basis of the 
document for the Commission for Emergencies – 
of the CNBB – and in the parish itself. There were 
approved: 
 
 EGC – A youth meeting with Christ (to 

promote the evangelization of the youth); 
 Formation for ministers of baptism, catechists 

of the Eucharist and confirmation; 
 Biblical week; 
 Revitalization of tithe giving; 
 Creation of a Directorship and Statute for the 

Villa Condessa (a community assisted by the 
parish); 

 Construction of an internal Chapel at the 
Parish House.   

 
After the voting the balance sheet was presented 
regarding the social actions of the parish and of 
the works of evangelization at Villa Condessa.  
 
Then the Parochial Agenda for the year 2013 was 
distributed.  
 
Fr Jackson thanked everyone for their presence 
and then closed the 15th Parochial Assembly with 
a blessing, wishing us all the best in the work for 
this year that is beginning.  
 
LIDUÍNA ARAÚJO  
SSS Laity 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
For the second year we are re-launching the 
proposal of the walk “La Mure – La Salette”. 
Walk in the footsteps of Father Eymard – to seek the 
living water with the Samaritan woman. 
An itinerant pilgrimage on August 2 and 3, 2013, 
logistically arranged, open to all who like walking 
and nature, from La Mure to La Salette with a pause 
at La Salle en Beaumont. 
Limited number of places. 
 
Booking and inscription: Fathers Manuel Barbiero 
and Virgil Dalangin.  
 
Tel: (33) 04.76.81.16.06 
Email: eymardlamure@ssseu.net 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:eymardlamure@ssseu.net
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Easter 2013 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

In the dynamic of celebration marking our 

Christian life, we are holding the joyous Memorial 

of the great mystery of the Lord’s Passover in this 

year 2013. May the living Lord Jesus be present to 

you through the strength of the merciful Father’s 

renewing love. It is this force that we receive every 

time we celebrate the Eucharist, the centre of our 

consecrated SSS life.  

 

As a Congregation, we are in the light of the last 

General Chapter, which invited us to respond 

obediently to God’s Spirit, who rekindles our 

passion for the Eucharistic Mission, while 

following in the steps of Saint Peter-Julian 

Eymard. It was the contemplative experience of 

the post-paschal Cenacle that guided the capitulars 

in synthesizing our programme of SSS life, which 

is expressed in the Final Message of the Chapter. 

For this Easter 2013 to be celebrated and lived 

with the force of renewal pertaining to it, I wish to 

share a text of our Holy Founder, as a light to 

deepen our passion for the Eucharistic mission. 

 
The life of love 

Paris, Monday 5 November 1860 
 

« The life of love consists in eating Jesus Christ. This is 
my nourishment, my life, what does nourishment do? It 
sustains our natural faculties, develops our organs. If it 
isn’t good, it doesn’t support us very long. If it’s bad, it 
makes us sick. If food is good, exercise will not tire us, 
because the food sustains us. It’s the same with the 
spiritual life; you must be well nourished. Then you will 
be sufficiently strong to persevere in doing acts of 
penance. Virtues would simply be the exercise of zeal, 
the gift of your superabundance because you will be 
well fed.  
 

The Good Lord, who knows our weaknesses, tells us in 
the holy bible: Come, my friends –eat, drink the wine I 
have prepared for you, become intoxicated, my dear 
Ones [cf. Pr 9:5; Sgs 5:1].   
You see, God values the life of the soul, only friends are 
invited; strangers are not invited to one’s table. Come, 
friends, eat my bread. What is this bread? The Eucharist 
is a meal: so then we are satisfied and happy. In eating 
Jesus, we have the truth, heaven and earth. He is 
everything. Who eats me, he says, will have eternal life, 
this life which will never die [cf. Jn 6:51]. Drink, my 
friends, the blood of our Lord. We must be hungry and 
thirsty to eat and drink – hungry and thirsty for our Lord, 
for his truth, his virtues, his entire being, to be one with 
him, desire his reign. This is hunger for our Lord. Without 
this hunger, we cannot make progress. We can never be 
satisfied with bad food, with emptiness.  
Eat, become intoxicated. What does it mean to become 
intoxicated? It means to drink more than we should, to go 
to excess, to leave one’s natural state. In the spiritual 
order, it is the passion of love. Those who don’t arrive at 
the passion of love are still on the way, not yet happy. We 
must reach that state: Deus cordis mei – You are the God 
of my heart [Ps 72:26], says the prophet. To be the God 
of our heart, he must be our only king, our only treasure.» 
 

Eymard, PS 274,4 (OC XV, 689) 

 

On behalf of the General Council 

 

 

Fr. Eugênio BARBOSA MARTINS, SSS 

Superior general 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Secretariat of the General Curia 
SSS sends to all of you, fraternal 
greetings for a Happy Easter. 
 


